Chapter                                                          REMOVAL
Nineteen                                                        TO  SEROWE
rwill be remembered that in 1889 Khama
had removed his capital to Phalapye,
This involved a great upheaval, and the
building of churches and schools, as well as
native huts to accommodate over 20,000 people.
Almost from the first Phalapye was found not
to be an ideal place for a native town, and
as the years went by, difficulties seemed to
increase with regard to sanitation and water.
The sanitary system of all native towns is
necessarily primitive, and though civilization
may bring the telegraph, as it did to Phalapye
in 1890, such details as drainage are beyond
the range of the native mind. So long as the
Matebele menace had remained, considera-
tions of defence determined the site of a town,
but now that peace was secure, through the
suppression of inter-tribal wars and the assur-
ance of British protection, the nomadic in-
stincts of the people asserted their power*
Apart from other reasons, Khama felt no
sentimental attachment to Phalapye. He had
found sorrow and trouble there, and his people
had suffered from epidemics of disease* The
water supply, though plentiful at first, soon
became insufficient for such a large population,
and was not good.
In 1902, therefore, Khama applied to the
High Commissioner for permission to remove
his capital to Serowe, some forty-five miles
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